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In M.P. 48% of urban 
residents live in poverty.1

Urbanization and 
urban poverty are 
growing in M.P.2

Situation of the bastis

Adivasi and dalit
communities face the 

Less than 3-5% of 
slum residents can 
read or write.

Without education livelihood 
options are limited to waste-
picking and begging.

Malnutrition, lack of 
water, sanitation facil-
ities and insecurity of 
tenure are only some 
of the problems.

communities face the 
worst challenges.

read or write.
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Girls Hostel



Balwadis
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Residential Camps



Muskaan students study relevant curriculum



Learning counting with fake money



Building confidence by sharing and writing their own stories



Participating in Hands-on 
and Experiential learning
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But Muskaan’s journey to provide education against all odds 

has not been easy . . .



No permanent space for slum children
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No permanent space for slum children
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We covered the concrete part of our 
back-shed and two additional groups 
were started there. However , that was 
not adequate as more and more 
children became regular.  An 
additional make shift-arrangement was 
done by covering the open back yard 
with sacks to protect from heat.



3���������	
6�
��

Studying in the 
office space
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(As a fun note: the children 
started getting embarrassed 
with lovers sitting arm in 
arm and their written work 
that time were filled with 
these examples)
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Our students can 
study in this 
classroom, provide in 
a government school 
building. . . building. . . 

But they are not 
allowed to use the 
water tap.
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Land was selected based on two factors:Land was selected based on two factors:

• Land should not be part of a gated colony 
because people living there feel these children 
pollute, thieve and make their area look ugly. 
They constantly rebuke and humiliate the children.

• Land should not be very far because hostel  
children travel to other schools and office team 
needs to be able to travel regularly. 

• Also travel costs should not increase very much.
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